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Maryland Farm Service USDA Announces Opening Signup for

Agency Conservation Reserve Program on

339 Busch's Frontage Road, December 9! 2019

Suite 104

Annapolis, MD 21409 USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural

Phone: 443-482-2760 producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while

Fax: 855-401-6639 signup for continuous CRP is ongoing.

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands.

www.fsa.usda.gov/xx

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the
cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and ranchers have a
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chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their
participation for another term.

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality,
reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. This in turn
spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic
development across rural America.

CRP Enroliment Options
General Signup

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general
signup will now include increased opportunities for enroliment of
wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement
(SAFE) initiative.

Continuous Signup

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through
continuous signup, CRP continuous signup will focus primarily on
water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR)
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such
as contour grass strips, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a
new prairie strip.

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP
continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions.
CREP will continue to target high-priority local, state or regional
conservation concerns.

Grasslands Signups

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect
grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland and certain other
lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general
signup.

Pilot Programs

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR
30, which allows contracts expiring with CLEAR practices to be
reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income
Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More
information on these programs will be announced in the new year.

Land Transition

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for
producers interested in transitioning land to a beginning farmer or
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rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return
land to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP
contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or
operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease
less than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two
years before the end of the CRP contract to make conservation and
land improvements.

Previously Expired Land

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in
September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may be eligible for enroliment if
there was no opportunity for re-enroliment and the practice under
the expired contract has been maintained.

CRP Rates and Payments

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County
average rates are posted on the CRP Statistics webpage. Sail
rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous
signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be
assessed annually. Under continuous signup, producers also
receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities
and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent
facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn,
grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas
and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and
vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap,
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed),
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities
include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible
commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security
agreement and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require
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additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional
security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial
credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved
producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your local FSA county
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuariallnformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.
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Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation
may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a
USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in
this process.

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request
to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster
designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a
Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report
and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the
designation.

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2019 and
2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs — two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.

Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year
closes June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and
2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.
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Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

o the established acreage reporting date (July 15)

e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
reported

o the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.



Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Dates to Remember:

December 20th MFP Sign-Up Deadline
December 20th 2020 DMC Sign-Up Deadline
December 24-25th Offices Closed

January 1st Offices Closed

February 28th General Sign-Up Offer Deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



